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3rd i's 15th Annual San Francisco International 

South Asian Film Festival (SFISAFF)

Nov 9-12 in San Francisco; Nov 18 in Cupertino

•

From art-house classics to documentaries, from innovative and experimental visions to cutting-edge Bollywood, 3rd i Films is committed to promoting diverse images of South Asians through independent film.

3rd i Films celebrates the fifteenth anniversary of its annual San Francisco International South Asian Film Festival: Bollywood and Beyond (SFISAFF) this year, running November 9th-12th at the New People and Castro Theaters in San Francisco. The South Bay edition unfolds a week later on November 18th, at the BlueLight Cinema in Cupertino. The five-day festival will screen nearly 15 programs of narrative and documentary features and shorts by independent filmmakers from South Asia and the South Asian Diaspora, including stories from India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Canada, Australia, and the USA.
This year's festival captures the political zeitgeist of our times, bringing important questions about democracy and the political process to the screen. Khushboo Ranka and Vinay Shukla's AN INSIGNIFICANT MAN is a gripping political thriller that follows the rise of Indian politician Arvind Kejriwal (dubbed the 'Bernie Sanders of India') during the last election cycle in India. While the doc premiered at the Toronto Film Festival to great acclaim, it faced heavy censorship in India due to its political content. The screening will be followed by a panel discussion that shines a light on democratic principles at stake across the world. Amit Masurkar's NEWTON, which premiered at the Berlin Film Festival, takes a decidedly different approach to the issue of political participation, using political satire to drive home its message. Featuring rising indie actor Rajkumar Rao (Queen, Aligarh), the film chronicles one election day at a voting station in the heart of Maoist rebel territory, where politics and principles collide. In a similar vein, Naeem Mohaiemen's LAST MAN IN DHAKA CENTRAL examines the idealism that makes revolutions possible, and the political complexities that cause them to fail. The film is the last installment in the trilogy THE YOUNG MAN WAS, which has screened at many prestigious film festivals including Rotterdam, Berlin, and IDFA. In conversation with the engaging Peter Custers, a Dutch journalist-turned-revolutionary, the doc examines the legacy of left-wing political movements of the 1970s. The film will be followed by an in-person discussion with the filmmaker. 

Home movies offer rich fodder for filmmakers this year, their celluloid memories resurfacing stories about family and immigration, and reminding us that the personal is most definitely also the political. Arshad Khan's brave and intimate documentary ABU, captures the tumultuous journey of a family immigrating to Canada from Pakistan in the early 90s. As the filmmaker comes to term with his own sexuality, he also has to come to terms with his once-liberal parents moving further towards a conservative strain of Islam. Winner of numerous awards on the festival circuit, the film will be followed by a Q&A with the filmmaker in person. Ali Kazimi's RANDOM ACTS OF LEGACY (also a Canadian production) uses archival home movie footage, that he won in an Ebay bidding war, to bring light to immigrant stories that have otherwise been omitted from moving image history. Set in Chicago between the Great Depression and the post-war era, this award-winning film reveals the experiences of a first-generation Chinese family in America, and offers an important counter-narrative against today's xenophobia. The film will be followed by a skype Q&A with the filmmaker.

Home movies and family stories also weave themselves into our focus on women's voices this year, especially in our centerpiece slot at the historic Castro Theatre. A throwback to the summer of love, Gingger Shankar's multimedia performance/film NARI (official selection at both the Toronto and Sundance Film Festivals) tells the story of Lakshmi Shankar and Viji Shankar (Gingger's grandmother and mother respectively), who travelled extensively across the US in the 1960s/70s with Ravi Shankar and George Harrison (of The Beatles), bringing Indian music to the West. Blending archival sound recordings, film footage, and never-before-seen family photos, with narration and live music (featuring Gingger on the double violin!), the program shines a light on the unsung women behind India's first-family of music. Another offering in this ongoing focus is Stanzin Dorjai and Christine Mordelet's documentary SHEPHERDESS OF THE GLACIERS, a stunning film set in Ladakh – a region under severe threat from climate change. Stanzin follows his sister Tsering as she braves the high glaciers of the Himalayas seeking grazing grounds for the goats and sheep that sustain her community. In the process, he captures a landscape and a way of life that may very soon be accessible only through celluloid.

This year we offer Bollywood two ways – neo-noir and classic camp! Shanker Raman's dark and stylish neo-noir GURGAON is based on a true story, and offers a taste of the gritty side of Bollywood associated with producer Anurag Kashyap (Black Friday, Gangs of Wasseypur). Real estate mogul Kehri Singh has a dark secret in the deep recesses of his memory. When his son Nikki Singh concocts the ill-fated idea of kidnapping his sister for ransom, he sets off a chain of events that force his father to revisit the past and confront a brutal family truth. Retro fantasia OM SHANTI OM, on the other hand, is Bollywood spectacle at its very best, and a tribute to the camp extravaganzas of the 60s and 70s. Indian icon Shah Rukh Khan plays a Bollywood superstar in the film - with a nod and a wink and a whole lot of charisma. Director Farah Khan skillfully squeezes in comedy, melodrama, action, and suspense, to concoct an epic revenge story where memories span not only generations, but entire lifetimes. 
Shilpa Ranade's magical THE WORLD OF GOOPI AND BAGHA makes a return to the South Bay edition in Cupertino this year, after its resounding success in the San Francisco lineup last year. An animated remake of Satyajit Ray's children's film of the same name, Ranade's endearing film boasts excellent musical interludes, evocative animation, and an anti-war sentiment at its heart. Also screening in Cupertino is Shirley Abraham and Amit Madheshiya's THE CINEMA TRAVELERS, which debuted at the Cannes Film Festival. Five years in the making, this poetic doc chronicles a traveling cinema roaming the Indian countryside delivering the miracle of cinema. Seen from the eyes of the projectionists and technicians who tend to these magic machines, the film revels in the tactile pleasures of celluloid – something that the digital age cannot offer. 
More information about the festival, including expanded program and ticketing information, will be available on our website in late September at: www.thirdi.org
992 Valencia Street, San Francisco, CA 94110.
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